
1

Environmental Markets

Friday, October 18, 2024



2

River Authority Strategic Plan



3

River Authority Strategic Plan



4

What is an Environmental Market?

• “…policy approach to leverage funding for 
environmental conservation on private lands.”

• “Current active and pilot markets exist for 
greenhouse gases, water quality, water 
quantity, wetlands and habitats.”

- U.S. Department of Agriculture
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Conservation Easements 

• Voluntary

• Between landowner and holder

• Holder must be a governmental 
entity or qualified conservation 
organization

• Benefits to both parties
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Conservation Easements

Edwards Aquifer Protection 
Program:

• 178,000+ acres of protected 
land

• Water quality and quantity 
focused

• City of San Antonio
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Land Trusts

•Charitable organizations

•Land and water conservations

•Started in the 1960s in Texas

•30+ groups in Texas 

•>1.9M acres in trusts across Texas



9

Land Trusts
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Water Rights

•Surface water and 
groundwater

•Surface water:
• Owned by the state
• Rights are granted to holders for 
various uses

• Rights can be sold, transferred 
and forfeited

• Environmental flows restrictions
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River Authority Water Rights

• >2,000-acre feet of diversion water rights

• Impoundment rights

• Additional wastewater rights pending
• Salitrillo and Martinez expansion projects

• TCEQ Water Rights Viewer - here

https://tceq.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=44adc80d90b749cb85cf39e04027dbdc
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https://tceq.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=44adc80d90b749cb85cf39e04027dbdc
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Water Markets

• Texas Water Development Board
• Texas Water Bank & Texas Water Bank Trust

• Texas Water Trade
• Whooping Crane water purchase

• The Nature Conservancy and Texas Living 
Waters

• Texas Water Markets Review: Historic Trends and 
Future Potential

https://www.twdb.texas.gov/waterplanning/waterbank/bank/index.asp
https://www.twdb.texas.gov/waterplanning/waterbank/trust/index.asp
https://texaswatertrade.org/news/texas-water-trade-announces-water-purchase-to-protect-endangered-whooping-cranes-on-texas-coast/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.nature.org/media/texas/texas-water-markets-review.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.nature.org/media/texas/texas-water-markets-review.pdf
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Source: Texas Water Markets Review: Historic Trends and Future Potential, 2023
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Next Steps

•FY25 focuses on strategic plan 
implementation steps:
• Tools to evaluate property and water rights of 
interest

• Create our own ____ or join an existing group or 
market?

• Funding sources and opportunities for 
collaboration
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To learn more about the San Antonio River 
Authority, visit sariverauthority.org

Questions?
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